NEWSLETTER 25: DECEMBER 2018

Hi All,
Well folks cannot believe that’s the year up already and a busy one for Trustees and the
volunteers of Friends of Bianca.
We once again thank you all for the support you have given the charity over the years and
hope we have it for many more. Without your fantastic support we could not manage to
support the shelter.
NEWS FROM THE SHELTER
At this time the news is not good they have run out of food several times this year and it is a very
distressing time for Ana and her team as they need all the support they can get, to feed the 400
plus animals at the shelter at any one time.
We also have some news to pass on to our supporters. Eugenia who is the manager out at the
shelter, was in a very serious car crash on her way to see her husband who was in hospital. This
left her with horrendous injuries; she has been in hospital for months recovering.
We have had the sad news that her husband has died of cancer after a really short illness and they
are trying to raise funds in Portugal to help out the family at this time. If you can donate to
info@friendsofbianca.org PayPal whatever you can spare at this time it will be passed on to her at
this sad time.
As of yesterday the shelter is at full capacity once again and a mother and 7 pups were dumped at
the side of the road where they were left to be run over by traffic, amazingly Ana got word and
went and picked them up you can see them on our Facebook page.

GODPARENTS
We are really pushing the godparent facility as this is steady income for the shelter and it is a
fantastic way to look after a dog or cat at Bianca. It’s a fantastic birthday present – and even a
Christmas present - to a friend or family for as little as £2.50 per month or for a child at as little as
£1.00 per month.
We can raise another 25% by completing a form to claim back Gift Aid which is a fabulous help.
There will be new dogs and cats posted onto the Website with their stories.

There will be a dog/cat chosen each month and a video will be sent to the foster parent
We have decided if you contact us we can get your dog or cat video to let you see one per
month, so please contact Val at the info@friendsofbianca.org who will relay with the
shelter and get your dog/cat picked.
DOG PORTRAIT COMPETITION – VALUED AT OVER £500.00 – EXTENDED TILL EARLY NEXT YEAR
THIS IS DUE TO THE AMOUNT OF WORK LILY CURRENTLY HAS AT THIS TIME.
The Photo competition for the portrait painted of your dog is kindly being donated again by the
local artist Lily Taylor. The cost will be £5.00 per entry, per photo and the forms are available on
the info@friendsofbianca.org site and Facebook.

Come on folks get your dog photo in as all monies raised goes to the shelter.
Christmas Fete
We were at Airyhall this year on the 20th October and we were not sure how this would be
with it being the school holidays but it turned out to be the best financial fete we have
had therefore we booked it for the same time next year. Thanks to everybody that came
along and supported us.
Web/Facebook
We had our AGM in November, and going forward Henny will be looking after the Facebook and
Krystal will maintain our Website, this is due to both ladies having full time jobs and the split will
be a benefit to them both. The Trustees thank them both for all the hard work they have done this
year.

Good Medicines/Food/Blankets/Dog beds/Dog leads collars and various other items
To date we have sent out over 10 thousand pound of medicines to the shelter this year. Therefore
big thanks to Audrey at Ardene Vets, Denise at Town and Country, and Mr Swan at Swan Vets.
We also have been lucky enough with kind donations to send out over 15 ton of food which was at
the start of this year; there has been donation throughout the year with special food from our vets
as well as that. There have been numerous boxes of blankets, special dog beds, collars and leads
donated by our kind supporters. A big thank you to you all that have given us these items.
We are always grateful to receive any medicines or doggy goods, doggy toys you have. We send
them to the shelter as and when we receive them. If you have anything please email
info@friendsofbianca.org and we can arrange to collect them.

FUND RAISING/NEW IDEAS
We are always looking for ideas to raise the much needed funds for the shelter and welcome any
ideas you have. Please send them to info@friendsofbianca.org. We are always willing to give
anything a try.
VOLUNTEERS
Over the year we have sent out many volunteers to the shelter to help with various tasks, we are
always looking for more people, so please contact us if you need any information on the shelter.
We are always willing to discuss this with you. At this time we have already booked people to go
over next year and help out.
People are always required for the day to day help at the shelter in Sesimbra, Portugal - even for a
few days.
At this time we have the up-to-date calendar which allows us to see if the villa at Maria’s is
available. If you would like to go to the shelter the cost for a room is very reasonable.
4 or more weeks 20 euros per night each or 33 euros for two people per night
4 or more nights 25 euros per night each or 40 euros for two people per night.
1-3 nights 30 euros per night each or 45 euros for two people per night.
You can contact us at info@friendsofbianca.org and we will send our brochure and details of the
villa’s accommodation.
A big thank you to Heather, Henny, Krystal, Sheena and all our supporters for the work and
support they have given the Trustees and the shelter over the year it is appreciated.
I would also like to give a big thank you to Lily, John and Val who without their fantastic support I
would not be able to run this charity.
We still have Christmas Cards if you require them at 3.99 per pack of 10, contact us at the
info@friendsofbianca.org
The Trustees of Friends of Bianca, Lily, Val and I, would like to thank all our supporters of the
charity, without your help we could not raise the funds for Ana and her animals in Sesimbra,
Portugal.

WE WISH YOU ALL A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY, HEALTHY and
PROSPEROUS 2019.
LINDA ALLAN
On behalf of the Trustees of Friends of Bianca charity.

